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To the READER. 


he Art of Writing 


By the Univerſal Conſent of Mankind, is al- 
lowedto be one of the moſt Beneficial, as well 
yi] as Admirable 7nventions of all that are in uſe 
in Human Society. The Antients, and with 
ſome appearance of reaſon, have Aſcribed the 
finding out of Letters to Ged only, for they 
looked on it as ſomething aboye the Reach 
of Man : but whether the 0riginal of Letters 
was mmediately from the Divine hand, and 
particularly when God gave the Tables of Stone to Moſes on Mount Sinai, or 
Meaiately by his Gifts beſtow'd on Men, is whar 1 have not Curioſity to 
Inquire into nor Capacity to Determine. 'Fhoſe who aſſert that God is the 
Immediate Author of Letters, have this to alledg in favour of their Opinion, 
that no other Author can be Named. *Tis indeed very remarkable; that 
WRITING which gives a Sort of Immortality to all «ther things, ſhould 
by the diſpoſal of the Divine Providence be ſo Ordered, as to be Careleſs 
in preſerving the Memory of its firſt Founders. For where are the Archives 
wherein the Names of thoſe Perſons are Repoſited, that haye deſerved ſo 
much of Mankind, by Inventing the CharaQers and Alphaters, proper to 
Expreſs their own Language and Thoughts? for if we Enquire but after our 
own Country way of Writing ; who can tell us the Names of thoſe Ingenious 
Men that firſt found out the Alphabets uſed in our Offices of Record, ſuch 
as the Pip:-Ofice, Chequer-hand, Court, Chancery, Baſtard Text, or indeed any 
on2 Hand in Uſe among us. How much Time would it require and how 

| would 
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would it Puzzle -any Undertaker, or Yain Boaſter, to Invent ſuch another 
Alphabet for irs Uſe, Excellency and Order, as is that of the Court-h1nd 
now Uſed, 

How wonderful alſo is it to conſider, how far this Divine Bleſſing ex- 
tends itſelf for the good of Mankind, and how much it is diverſif'd ; in- 
{omuch that every Givilized Nation, Language and Peopl: in the whole 
World, have almoſt as Differing a Chara#er, and Manner of Writinz to Ex» 
preſs their Thoughts, as well as a Different Speech ; and not only ſo, bur 
_ Inſtruments and Ways of Writing. Some begin from the Right 

and to the Left, as in Eaſt-India and other Eaſtern Parts of the World, 
where the U[: of a 2will is little known ; inſtead of which, they Write with 
Iron Stifts upon Ruſhes, others make their Pens of Cane and Reed. In China 
they Write with a Pen, like our Paixters Pencils made of Hair : bur in 
Europe we Write from the Left to the Right, and have for our Pen or [n- 
ſtrument the Quill of a Winged Fowl. All the better parrs of the World 
have got this Art. The Excellency and Uſe of it, is beſt Demontrated by 
the Miſerable and Barbarous Lives of the Savage Africans and 4mzricans 
that want the knowledg of Letters. 

Is it not Miraculous to conſider, that by the Firiovs Combination of 
Twenty Four Letters, and fewer in ſome Places, all Words Urticrable or 
Imaginable may be framed to almoſt an Infinity of Variation; and ſome 

® Clavius a Jeſaite * Curious Enquirers have taken the painz to Compute 

* 5852616738497664000 Different ways of Joyning and * 
Setting them together, by which all things ( as they term ir ) that are or 
ſhall be known in Heaven or Earth may be Expreſled, 

In the next Place, it may not be improper to obſerve the Rile and Decay 
of Writing among us in thele laſt Three Hundred Years. 

The LIBRARIANS of Old (before Printing came in uſe ) who lived 
by Writing of Books for Learned Men, were very Dexterous and Curious 
in the Art of Writing; as appears by their Exceil:zt Manuſcripts ro be _ 
found among us at this day ; bur as Printing for its Ch-apneſs and Diſpatch 
got Eſteem, 1o theſe Ingenious Men by the /ofs of their Imployment, Decli- 
ned and Dwindled away. And here it may not be amiſs to Conſider ho 
theſe poor Librarians or Writers were put upon by the Art of Printing ; 
which at firſt was ſo Critically performed, and ſo weil Imitared the Black 
ſet Letter ( which was then Generally Written ) {o Nice!y, that it c-ntinue.! 
near Twenty Tears in the World, before it waz d:{c:r7:4 from Writing. 
This put the poor Penmen upon mending their hands, and V7riting their 
Books with more ExaQtneſs and Curioſity, For a little after Printing was #7/ 
afed, and before it was Generally known to be ſy:h, rhe Manuſcripts then 
Written, werethe Faireft Books for Curious Writing, that had appeared at 
any time i» the World: but the Printers ſtill proved too hard for them, for 
they ſtill Imirated the Writing to ſuch Perfection, that ar lalt the ters 
Trade was wholly laid aſide; and Printing prevailed ſo far, that Pezmarn- 


ſhip was in a manner loſt: witneſs the Writing about ZZ. VII. and Z7. Vill. 
time 
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time, till the middle of Q. Flizabeths Reign, about 120 Years paſt or « 
little leſs. And then Writing began to Revive again : about which time they 
found out the way of Engraving Writing on Copper Plates; and it isſtrange 
to conſider, what wonderful Perfe&7;on the way of Writing now uſed, 
was brought to on a ſudden, by the Great Maſters of that Age, who fur- 
niſhed the World with Curious Pieces of Art, to which we at this time muſt 
ovwn our ſelves particularly obliged. Thele were the Incomparable John Vanden 
Velde of Holland, Lucas Materot of Avignon, John Beaugrand of France, 
and many other great Pen-men, both of ZZo/land and France; neither muſt we 


be forgerful of the Advantages afforded us by the Antient Famous Maſters of - 


our Country, ſuch as John Davis of Hereford, Mr. Gething, Billing fly, Goodyear 
Gery, and others. ; : 

In the Art of Penmanſhip ſeveral Perſons are Eminent for different Gifts 
and peculiar Excellencies : Mr. Peter Bale a Londen Writing-Maſter, preſen- 
ted a Ring to Q. Flizabeth, in which was Written the Creed, Lords Prayer, 
Ten Commandments, a Prayer for the Queen, Day of the Month and Date of the 
Tear; all in the Compaſs of a Silver Peny. And Francis Alumnus a German, 
Preſented the Emperor Charles V. with the Apoſtles Creed and the rſt 14 
Verſes of St. Johns Goſpel, Written in as ſmall a Compaſs. Arthar time ſuch 
Small Writing was counted almoſt a Miracle, but all thatare acquainted with 
Mr. Dundaſs, Penman at Epſom, his Curiefity of Writing in ſo Narrow a 
Cempaſs, will not think it ſo wonderful now. About Fourlcore Years paſt 
Mr. David Roelands of Antwerp, was Famous forhis Fancy and Genius in Flow: 
riſhing of Birds, Beaſts, Fiſhes, and various kinds of Anticks, but were he 
now alive, he would find himſelf far outdone in thoſe Things by the Ingeni- 
- ous Mr. fohn Seddon now _ 

'TIS CERTAIN that the Art of Fair Writing. is a uſeful and Excel- 
kent Accompliſhment, and procures the Induſtrious Maſters of it, great Foxor 
and Reſpe& in all Offices and Imployments. A Faculty that every one 
Commends and Deſires; could it be got with Wiſhes, every Man would have 
it, though few will be Prevailed with to uſe the Neceſſary Diligence to obtain 
ic. When any Perſon is offered as an Apprentice, tho” but toan /xferior Trade, 
and much more to Merchants, and great Dealers, and Men of Profeſſions 
and Conſiderable Offices and Imployments; the firſt and uſual Queſtion is, 
how does he Write? is he any thing of a Penman Thus daily Experience 
ſhews us that goed Writing 1s expected and defired among all Ranks and 
Degrees of Men: and, indeed almoſt every ove Covers the End as I ſaid be- 
fore, but very few can be perſuaded to uſe the Right Means to be Accom- 

liſhed in it. *Tis a wonder that az Art ſo Univerſally Serviceable, fo caſi- 
y Learned, and procured commonly at a very ſmall Charge, in compariſon 
- of moſt other Accompliſhments, ſhould be ſo generally ſlighted. The grea- 
teſt reaſon I can aſlign, is this; -that en are not ſenſible of rhe great Worth 
and Uſefulneſs of it. But in this as in moſt other Concerns, People uſually 
Repent when it is too late ; for when a Profitable Office or Imployment 96 
ſents itſelf, which requires a good Hand and Skill in Accompts to hay 

n 
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Man to Execute it ; then what Complaints do we uſually hear of rhci - 
rents Unkindneſs and Indiſcretion, - Furniſhing them xx all "nr feng 
pliſhments, but that of Fair Writing. Then Dancing, Fencing, Muſick, &c 
are all ſlighted in compariſon of a good Hand; then any thing in their Power 
would be given, were it poſſible to make them Write well, and fo Fit them; 
for the offered Imployment, of which being Uncapable they muſt live Mi- 


ſcrable. And on the contrary, there are daily Inſtances and Examples of 


Loſt Fortunes Retrieved, or at leaſt a Livelyhood gotten, by the Neglected 
Qualification of Fair Writing and Accompts, - 

THIS BOOK the Reader may cafily perceive was not Deſien:d ſo 
much for Profit, as to ſhew the great Varieties of Penmanthip and Writing 
now Uſed and Practiſed in England. How, or wherein | havefailed muſt be 
left to the Judgment of others, Tonly wiſh my Imployment might have ſpared 
me more time, to have gone through with my #r/# Scheme, and to have made 
it more Univerſal; however I hae at laſt brought the Work to that Degree 
you here find it, and I think omitted nothing Neceſſary to make an Accom- 
pliſhed Penman or Accurate Clerk ; for in upwards of Fifty large Plates, many 
of which are filled with varieties of Penmanſhip , _ you have ſcarce 7ro 
Written alike, where the ZZand will admit of Diverſity, and yer all are Uſe- 
ful, Clerk-like, Natural and Free, being rather deſign'd for Uſe of Buſi- 
zeſs, than Fooliſh Gawdy Show. There are indeed ſome Plates ſuch as the 
German Text, Gothick Print, and a few others, that ſhewa Penmans Art, and 
which Require ſome Pains as well as Study, and will, I believe, be Acceptable 


to the Ingenious Lovers of This Art. In which = have a Taſt what may 
e 


be done, rather than what is Neceſſary. Bur if theſe like the Foxes Grapes, 
becauſe out of their Reach, be by ſome Perſons Deſpiſed and Accounted 
Barbarous Copies, 1 cannot help it, my Deſign of Publiſhing them to the 


World was purely to promote Penmanſhip, and beget an Emulation among 


the Men of my Own Profeflion. 

And tho” I am not ſo Vain to pretend to an Unerring Judgment in theſe 
Matters, yet I Flatter my Self that the more 7ngennous part 'of Mankind 
will kindly Accept of my Endeayours as they here find them. 

If in this Performance I have done any thing for the F7oner and Service of 
my Country by Furniſhing the Lovers of Art with ſuch Examples as may 
be Conducive tothe Advancement and Improvement of Fair Writing, I liall 
be abundantly fartisfied to have ſpent my Time upon it. As having reached 
we rag Deſign in all my former Works of this Nature heretofore Pub- 

conc | 
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Fohn Ayres. 
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The Engraver to the Loversof Wxr1ri ns. 


_ ” HE AUTHOR for ſome Tears paſt, as his Im- 

= x ployment could = Time, has made divers Eſſays ; 
as well to introduce a more Natural and Uſeful way 
ef Writing moſt Elands, than what was formerly 
Praftiſed, as to a his Engraver for this 
Large Book now before you. In which time I 
have Engraved for him the ſeveral Uſeful Copy- 
Books and Pieces following, viz. The Accompli- 
ſhed Clerk, Alamode Secretary, Tradeſmans- 
Copy-Book, Pauls-School Round-Hand, 7» 
two Books of fingle-Line Copies; A Striking 


Copy-Book , The Young Clerk, Completed 


#n Court, Chancery, Text and Secretary; being a Large Sheet of Royal Paper 
full of the Abbreviations of Court-Hand, with their Words at Length Written 

ainſt them in the Engroffing Set-Hand : The Penmans daily Practice, A Cy- 
phering Book, ſhewing great Variety of Command of hand; wherein the moſt Neceſſary 
Rules of Arithmetick are Written in all the Modiſh Round-Hands and mixt 
Running-Hands »ow in Uſe: Materot Redivivus, 4 Sheet of Royal Paper full 
of all the Varieties of Italian Letters, with ſeveral ether Quarto Books not yet 
Publiſhed : From all which, and the Inſtruftions which the Author afforded me, I 


muſt freely own to have Received the greateſt part of my Skill in Engraving of 


Letters. But this is not that for which 1 have given the Letter-Preſs this Trouble ; 
wy main Deſign being chiefly to undeceive the World, and ſet 'em right as to their 
Notions concerning Writing and the Engraving of Writing. T know ſuch as are 
Ienorant of Penmanſhip do Generally conceive mijedey things of Engraven Copy-Books, 
and that no Written Copy can be ſo Correft as that which is engraven: mhich Opi= 
nion, altho it has proved as Beneficial to me as to other Engravers, yet the Love 
T bear to Truth, as well as a particular Flonour and Reſpeit to the Ingenuons Maſters 
in Writing, and their Art, Obliges me to declare , (tho thereby I paſs a ſelf- 
denying Att againſt my ſelf; ) tha this Opinion is by no means true And I 
am the more Encouraged to do ſo; becauſe it will concur with my Anthors Main 
Defign in Promoting Penmanſhip. And IT am perſuaded that what T have to offer 
in this Matter, will give more life to the Tngenious lovers of Writing, and beget 
in them a warm Emulation to excel any thing found in this Book. I muſt alſo 
add, if this Opinion (hould take footing, you may then bid adieu to all further Im- 
provements in the Art of Writing : becauſe no Penman will hereafter put himſelf to 
the Charge and Pains of Publiſhing Works of this Nature, if the Engraver ſhall 
carry ofthe Honour and Reputation due to the Penmans Labour and Ingenuity» I 
wuſt own ſome Engravers do their Writing Sculptures better than they can Write, 
but to conclude from thence, that a piece of Curicus Writing froma Maſterly Penman 
cas be better Engraven than the Original is Written, is a great Miſtake. But this is 
beſt demonſtrated by laying a goed piece of Writing and another of Engraving 4 


er, 


od GA Ca 7 


they , them Comparing them. Now what has been ſaid i with reſped# only to the 
Fudicious and Maſterly Penman ; for the Engraver who underſtands Letters, may 
and does often play the Bone-ſetters part, when he has more kill in Writing than 
the Perſon that Imploys him. 

But to convince the World what mean work we ſhould make in Engraving of Wri- 


| MT: without the Favour and Direttion of the Penman; give me leave to lo one 


Inſtance not to mention others; and that is in Mr.Peter Gery, eſteemed one of the beſt 
Writing Maſters of the Age, who Imployed Mr. William Faithorn, the moſt Celebra- 
ted _—_— of England, to Engrave his Copy-Book ; bt all that were acquaint= 
ed with Mr.Gery's Penmanſhip were troubled to find the Copy-Book ſo un- 
like the Original : for Mr. Gery being a Peeviſh Man, would not afford his Engraver 
the help and Direftions Neceſſary forf uch an Undertaking. For had the Copy-Book 
been Greek, Arabick, or any ether Uncommon Charatter, Mr. Faithorn, who was 4 
Corrett Drafis-man, would have done it near as well, purely by the Force and Power of 
Drawing. 

js TOP my Engraving ſo many of Major Avres's Works, 1 
cannot after all pretend to Engrave a Corre# piece of Writing ſo well as the Origi- 
nal Copy. And could the Penman alſo Engrave his omnWriting, and were as great 
a Maſter of the Engraver as he is of the Pen; yet may it (Thbelifve) be proved, 
that it would not be ſo well Engraven as he could Writeit ; tho' it would be done much 
better by him than by any other Perſon that was not ſo qualified : for the looſeneſs of 
the Hand and Pen is ſuch, the Nature thereof ſo Subtle, and ſuch Spirit and Vi- 
gor Exerted in ſo few Strokes and ſo ſmall Dimenſions, and the Graving Tool is an 
Inſtrument ſo unlike the Pen in its Nature, Motion, Operation and Concluſion, that it 
maybe accounted almoſt a Miracle when ever it reaches the PEN; which performs its 
Work with one Bold, Smooth, Free, Nimble Touch, whereas the Engraver muſt do it 
by many flow Motions and Strokes one in another, which gives Writing a Stiffneſs 
different from the Pen in ſpight of all our Skill. Should we now ſuppoſe that the En- 
graving in ſome Hands ſhould come up to the Pens Freedomtherein, yet the Ink where- 
with the Engraving is Printed at the Rowling-Prel(s,being a body of Frankfort Black, 
made up with Oil, and forced into the Strokes of the Engraving, which in Frinting 
off looks Hard, Edey and Cutting : and the Penmans Ink being 4 Thin Fluid 
Body, and the Copperas tinging or ftriking it into the Paper, ſoftens the fulls and 
ſmalls, which adds Wh Beanty to the Writing that the Printing never yet arrived to. 

To Conslude, tho I am Ambitious enough to be eſteem'd a well-wiſher to Art and 
Learning, yet I cannot be ſo Vain as to boaſt of my Performances, leſt the Intelli- 
gent and Learned part of Mankind ſhould be Inquifitive and ſearch too Nicely 
into the Matter ; who having found a great Diſproportion between my Abilities and 
my Conceit of 'em, will not fail ſome way or other to Expoſe my Folly. And alths it 
is Morally impoſſible in the Courſe of all this Work, bus that ſome Faults may be 
Charged to the Engraver, yet Thope to find a Favorable Cenſure for them ; as well 
from the Ingenious Lovers of Writing, as from the Men of my own Profeſſion ana 
all others ; for TI can aſſure them I have Endeavoured ro do my Beſt, which #s as 


wuch as can be Expeited from your Humble Seruant 


John Sturt. 
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